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PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [6.04 pm]: I rise tonight to say a few words in advance of 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day, which will be formally recognised tomorrow, 15 October. It is 
a day that has now been recognised in this state since 2014. As we have a few new members in this place, this is 
perhaps an opportunity to reflect on the history of how this day came to be recognised in WA. Back in 2013, a lady 
by the name of Kate De’Laney, whom I will say a little more about in a moment, put pen to paper and wrote to the 
then Premier, Colin Barnett, with a request that Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day be formally recognised 
in this state. I was the Premier’s parliamentary secretary at the time and I recall that after he had received that letter, 
he called me in for a chat. He thought that recognition of the day was important and a very good idea, but he wanted 
my thoughts on the proposal. My response to Colin was very clear: it was a definite yes from me. So then began the 
process of ensuring that the day was formally recognised in this state, and that obviously occurred the year following, 
in 2014. 
Every day, here in this state, across Australia and obviously around the world there will be families who are grieving 
the loss of their baby, whether through miscarriage, stillbirth or having a child who has died shortly after birth. 
Although there have been significant medical advances in research and treatment over the years, the very sad reality 
is that one in every five Australian women will endure the loss of a baby in their lifetime, and in some cases it will 
occur on more than one occasion. Often even today, this loss is not talked about openly, yet the grief of the families 
is real and prolonged. It is because of this that this day is very important. It is an important day to recognise this 
grief. It is an important day to recognise the doctors, medical professionals and researchers who work in this field. 
It is a day to recognise those who provide important pastoral care and support to families who are grieving. It is 
an important day to raise awareness and understanding. 
As I do every year, I particularly want to recognise the dedication and commitment of John and Kate De’Laney 
in ensuring that this day was formally recognised in this state. For those members who do not know, Kate lost 
seven babies through miscarriage. Every year, John and Kate come to Parliament, as they did today, to listen to the 
ministerial statements that are made both in the other place and here in the Council. They bring with them their lovely 
daughter, who is my very good friend Mary-Jane. It is because of them that this day is recognised. It is also because 
of their advocacy that this year we saw federal Parliament agree to a motion to recognise the day at a national 
level. In my view, and I think everyone would agree, that is a great achievement. I know that other states had already 
formally recognised the day like us, but subsequent to that decision of the federal Parliament, other states and 
territories have now moved similar motions in their Parliaments to acknowledge or recognise the day. Although 
members might not notice, in addition to the blue and pink ribbons I am wearing today, I have a little lapel pin in 
the shape of Australia, with pink and blue. I see that the President has one, too! That was given to me by John, Kate 
and Mary-Jane, and clearly to the President as well, after the motion had passed successfully through the federal 
Parliament. They provided some of those pins to members and others who have been supporters of their cause. I am 
very pleased to be able to wear it today. 
In closing, I have one favour to ask of the President. The President will know that in previous years Parliament House 
has had coloured lighting to light up the house in colours to mark important days throughout the year. I am aware 
that the lighting was not the best and as such a decision was made in the last Parliament that it would not continue 
until such time as improvements to the lighting were made. I appreciate that that perhaps requires some additional 
funding at some point. I am happy to assist the President to advocate to secure additional funding through the 
Treasurer for Parliament in the future or to find a way that Parliament can ensure that the lighting can be fixed. It 
might be a small thing for many, but having Parliament House reflect the colours of important days is actually 
important for many people. I certainly hope that this time next year the house will be lit up in pink and blue for all 
to see. 
With that, I am looking forward to attending the service, which the President has attended with me many times, 
tomorrow at the rose garden at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women to once again recognise this important day. 

House adjourned at 6.11 pm 
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